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Theology continually engages with its past: the people, experience, 
Scriptures, liturgy, learning, and customs of Christians. The past is pre-
served, rejected, modified; but the legacy steadily evolves as Christians 
are never indifferent to history. Even when engaging the future, theol-
ogy looks backwards: the next generation’s training includes inheriting 
a canon of Scripture, doctrine, and controversy; while adapting the past 
is central in every confrontation with a modernity.

This is the dynamic realm of tradition, and this series’s focus. Whether 
examining people, texts, or periods, its volumes are concerned with how 
the past evolved in the past, and the interplay of theology, culture, and 
tradition. 
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